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In mid-July, a new political scandal erupted in Ecuador after the country's vice president, Alberto
Dahik, accused congressional representatives and judicial authorities of widespread corruption.
Opposition politicians reacted harshly, threatening to open hearings in Congress to impeach the
vice president and to bring criminal charges against him. Notwithstanding the political backlash,
Dahik's accusations have riveted the public spotlight squarely on the endemic corruption in
Ecuador, encouraging President Sixto Duran Ballen to seize the moment to launch a new anticorruption campaign. In mid-June, in an informal luncheon, Dahik told domestic reporters that
since taking office, the Duran Ballen administration has been consistently forced to pay bribes
to judges and congressional deputies to implement government policies. Apparently, the vice
president's remarks were originally "off-the-record," but one reporter from the local daily Expreso
published Dahik's statements anyway.
Among other things, the vice president allegedly admitted during the luncheon that the government
had bribed Supreme Court judges last year to gain a favorable court ruling that would pave the way
for privatization of the state airline Ecuatoriana de Aviacion, which will be sold to private investors
this year. When Expreso first published the comments in June, the paper deliberately withheld
the name of the source, citing only a "high-level official" in the Duran Ballen administration.
Nevertheless, rumors immediately circulated that it was the vice president, and in early July, given
the growing pressure on Expreso to reveal the source, the paper publicly admitted that it had been
Dahik.
Indeed, in mid-July, given the growing controversy surrounding the incident, the vice president
went public with his statements, calling a press conference in which he formally reaffirmed his
statements. "The relationship that has developed between Congress and the executive branch over
the last 15 years has led to a permanent form of blackmail from individuals, groups of people, and
political parties in Congress," said Dahik. "In this administration, three different political groups
the Movimiento Popular Democratico, the Partido Rodolsista Ecuatoriano, and the Partido Social
Cristiano have permanently engaged in blackmail to obtain favors from the government, reaching
unbearable levels."
Not surprisingly, Dahik's remarks set off a firestorm in Ecuadoran political circles. Opposition
politicians demanded that Congress impeach the vice president for bribery, and many even called
on public prosecutors to bring criminal charges against him. While the cabinet publicly backed
Dahik, Interior Minister Abraham Romero said the administration had never bribed public officials
to make favorable decisions and insisted that Dahik only meant that the administration had received
pressure regarding decisions. "The government has not paid either judges or legislators, although it
has responded to normal and legitimate requests of various kinds within the political framework."
Still, Supreme Court president Miguel Macias demanded that Dahik provide the names of those
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 56009
ISSN: 1060-4189

who had received bribes from the administration. And, on July 19, prosecutor Fernando Cazares said
in his opinion there was probable cause to bring criminal charges against Dahik for bribery.
The president of the Congress, Heinz Moeller a leader of the opposition Partido Social Cristiano, to
which Dahik belonged until 1991 said he will begin the proceedings required by the Constitution
prior to any impeachment process. Impeachment would require a two-thirds vote, or 52 members of
the 77-seat Congress. Congress took the first step toward impeachment with the notarized petition
by 20 deputies calling for Dahik's removal. The congressional action raised legal questions, however.
While the deputies argue that Congress can, in the course of its impeachment proceedings, find the
accused guilty on the bribery charges, constitutional expert Luis Arzube said impeachment hearings
require a prior conviction on the charges in the criminal courts. "It cannot just be assumed that
bribery has taken place without sufficient evidence," said Arzube. For his part, on July 25 Dahik's
lawyer said the vice president would name the judges and deputies who demanded bribes from the
government.
Meanwhile, the outcry caused by Dahik's remarks demonstrates the magnitude of corruption in
Ecuador, and the public spotlight is now squarely riveted on the issue. On June 15, the national
controller, Juan Carlos Faidutti, introduced a bill in Congress that would set stiff fines and prison
sentences for public officials found guilty of corruption. "Corruption has become a cancer that
is devouring the entire democratic system," said Faidutti, adding that in government offices,
"everything is paid for." "A wave of corruption invades all sectors of the administration," agreed
Attorney General Fernando Cazares. "If the judiciary does not make a vigorous commitment to fight
corruption, we will all drown in it."
In response to the denunciations of corruption in government, on July 23 Duran Ballen announced
an anti- corruption campaign. The president said that, although it might be difficult to completely
eradicate corruption, he planned to send an anti-corruption bill to Congress and to convoke a
national referendum to reform the judicial system. "We need a justice system that is serious,
responsible and independent," said Duran Ballen. Among the measures called for in the president's
bill are the disclosure of financial records, including bank accounts, of present and former public
officials and the creation of a special commission to investigate and sanction cases of corruption.
"In recent decades, we Ecuadorans have become impotent in the face of the constant degradation of
our political institutions, which has asphyxiated the ability to govern and spread corruption, putting
our democracy and society's needed cohesion in grave danger," said Duran Ballen. Cazares said the
president's proposal had merit, but cautioned that legal reforms might be required to carry it out.
He also suggested additional measures, such as examination of tax returns of public officials and
revision of stock portfolios and real estate holdings, especially those acquired while serving in public
office. (Sources: Notimex, 05/29/95, 06/11/95, 06/12/95; United Press International, 06/13/95; Agence
France-Presse, 05/31/95, 06/02/95, 06/07/95, 06/10/95, 06/14/95, 06/15/95, 06/19/95, 07/03/95, 07/05/95,
07/06/95, 07/10/95, 07/12/95, 07/13/95, 07/16/95, 07/18-20/95, 07/23-25/95; Associated Press, 06/08/95,
07/25/95; Reuter, 05/05/95, 06/07/95, 07/18/95, 07/22/95, 07/27/95)
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